
Presentation Evening – 27/1/17 

 

Welcome once again to the Warrington Athletics presentation evening 

for the 2016 season. Thank you for supporting us by turning out tonight 

and hopefully we’ll be able to extract a bit more dosh from you as the 

evening progresses. Obviously, all the monies raised tonight will go into 

the coffers and helps to run the club effectively. 

 

A quick run-down of tonight’s events. We’re going to start with some 

awards, then move onto a game for the kids and then a quick quiz. We’ll 

then continue with more awards and finish with a round of stand-up 

bingo and then the raffle. DJ Jeff will then attempt to get you up dancing 

to one or two tunes. 

 

I’m afraid your ‘Ant & Dec’ for the evening is ‘Andy & Phil’ as new coach 

Phil joins me as co-host for the evening so please bear with us. 

 

So a quick look back. Overall, the club remains in good shape and is 

financially sound. The new kit continues to sell well with the introduction 

of a waterproof jacket to the range this year. Additional effort has been 

made this year in investment of funds for training of coaches, event 

officials and first aid. As club coaches changed a little, we also spent 

some time on a re-organisation and an athlete development path way 

structure. The club also entered the Cheshire League track and field 

competition for the first time. And at one of the Warrington open 

meetings, we hired and used electronic timing equipment, again for the 

first time. 

 

This coming year, we will continue to re-invest funds with the purchase 

of new equipment and hopefully a new container to house it. Jim and 

Allan are proposing the WAC organisation and running of an 8 mile road 

race in September 2017. 

 

 

  



Youth Development League 

 

Let’s start with the Youth Development League competition. We decided 

not enter the U17/U20s competition and entered only an U13/U15s 

team. We ended up sixth in the ‘West 2’ league and thank you to Nicky 

& David Robinson for managing the boys team and to Dave Spencer & 

Helen Darbyshire for managing the girls team. The meetings took place 

at Leigh, Ashton, Macclesfield and the last one at Warrington. 

 

For 2017, Isaaq’s mum Cath has kindly agreed to take on the 

management of the boy’s team. 

 

So would any the U13 or U15 girls who took part in the 2016 YDL please 

come and collect a medal :- 

 

no need to read out but to help :- 

Meg Corker, Lucy Entwistle, Eva Ferris, Alicia Cook, Niamh Allen, Emma 

Davies, Isabelle Bunting, Rebecca Hardwick, Charlotte Stokes, Emily 

Jackson, Rebecca Nixon, Ashley Nemits, Maisie Bell, Siobhan Gregory, 

Anna Turner, Natasha Ryder, Natalie Chamum, Lucia Meloni, Fay 

Humphreys, Orla Gregory, Rachel Hardman, Charlotte Lampkin, Emily 

Higham, Jasmine Jones 

 

Would any the U13 or U15 boys who took part in the 2016 YDL please 

come and collect a medal :- 

 

no need to read out but to help :- 

Joe Taylor, Oliver Mellows, Harry Wakefield, Ben Hartill, Joshua 

Herrington, Ethan Cain, Isaaq Ataullah, Joe Roberts, Joe Buckley, 

William Bainbridge, Tom Hurrell, Finlay Smith, Danny Hartland, Joe 

Williams, Will Taylor, Jadon Allen, Lucas Hayes, Rhys Hopkins, Sam 

Evans, Danie Hardman, Jordan Jones, Gareth McClorey, Matthew 

Williams, Tristan Hall, Ben Robinson, Joe Scutt, Reece Connell 

 

 

  



Cheshire League (Track & Field) 

 

This year, for the first time in many years we entered the Cheshire 

League competition. The track and field competition is for U11s through 

to Seniors and was well attended by our athletes, going some way to 

make up for our withdrawal from the YDL upper and Northern’s senior 

leagues. We were getting a regular turnout of over 60 athletes from 

Warrington. In a league of 21 teams, we came a very creditable fifth – 

not bad for our first attempt. 

 

This year’s Cheshire League meetings took place at Warrington, 

Wrexham and Macclesfield.  

 

For 2017, Linda Dykes has kindly agreed to join me in the team 

management side. 

 

So would any the girls/ladies who took part in the 2016 Cheshire League 

please come and collect a medal :- 

 

no need to read out but to help :- 

Amelia Smithers, Shauna Clarke. Evie Schofield, Ella Mercer, Lily 

Briscoe, Lucie Davies, Molly Wormald, Harriet Bell, Meg Corker, Ashley 

Nemits, Rebecca Nixon, Lucy Entwistle, Eva Ferris, Maisie Bell, Isobel 

Houghton, Orla Gregory, Elinor Doherty, Emma Davies, Charlotte 

Stokes, Emily Jackson, Natalie Chamun, Lucia Meloni, Olivia Doodson, 

Siobhan Gregory, Niamh Allen, Ellie Hough, Liz Wright, Eve Lloyd, 

Hannah Shaw, Chloe Mason,  Ellie Baker, Linda Dykes, Megan Kettle, 

Helen Darbyshire, Isabellle Trevithick, Georgia Smethhurst, India Hayes, 

Lauren Ferris, Becca Hardy, Alice Clare, Maddison King, Milly Boyer, 

Amy Gibbons, Emma Makin, Lily Ward, Fay Humphreys, Katie Lowery, 

Jasmine Jones 

 

Would any the boys/mens who took part in the 2016 Cheshire League 

please come and collect a medal :- 

 

no need to read out but to help :- 



Seb Caton, Dominiks Norviss, Zak Chamun, Charlie Cliffe, Aaron Ferris, 

Jacob Pryor, Marcus Trevithick, Jadon Allen, Ben Hartill, Rhys Hopkins, 

Harry Wakefield, Gareth McClorey, Joe Williams, Isaaq Ataullah, Lucas 

Hayes, Tom Hurrell, Joe Buckley, James Dykes, Jack Stubbings, Luke 

Gamble, Cameron Meakin, Wojchiech Czaja, Chris Fance, Robert 

Dykes, Dave Spencer, Sam Rostron, Jack Green, Ethan Cain, Oliver 

Mellows, Joshue Herrington, Joe Roberts, Tom Ashton, Daniel Fox, 

Dane Mellows, Dan Evans, Dave Gill, Michael Hilton, Ladislav Taric, 

Sam Evans, Fis Williamson-Taylor, Ben Sutcliffe, Matthew Williams, 

Danny Hartland, Ethan Baird, Finlay Smith, Jordan Jones 

 

  



Club Championship Nights 

 

Well over a hundred under 9, under 11 and under 13 athletes took part 

in the club championship nights on the 7th and 14th November. Points are 

awarded for coming in the top six of each event with awards (coming 

later) for the top three athletes with the most points in each age 

group/gender. 

 

Would any the under 9, under 11 or under 13 girls who took part in the 

2016 Club Championships please come and collect a medal.  

 

Would any the under 9, under 11 or under 13 boys who took part in the 

2016 Club Championships please come and collect a medal.  

 

Sportshall 

 

The Warrington ‘Sportshall’ team managed by Helen Darbyshire 

continued with events at Widnes, Crewe and Deeside in 2016.  

 

If any of the under 15 or below athletes took part in any of the 2016 

Sportshall events for Helen, please come and collect a medal. 

 

Inserted late here for Helen for the six boys who made the Sportshall 

final :- Jadon Allen, Daniel Hardman, Gareth McClorey, Oliver Mellows, 

Ben Hartill, Danny Hartland 

  



Club Championship Awards 

 

Moving onto the individual awards for the Club Championship nights. For 

under 9s to under 13, these awards are presented to the overall top 

three in each age group/gender across all the events at the Club 

Championship nights. For under 15s upwards, they are worked out using 

the power of 10 website by calculating the best performances across 

each track and field event for the 2016 season with the 1-2-3 going to 

those with the most points. 

 

U9 Girls 
2. Aila Gul (16 pts) 
1. Brooke Beddard (24pts)  
 
U9 Boys 
2. Riley Cumberbirch (5 pts) 
1. Harry Farquhar (24 pts)  
 
 
 
  



U11 Girls 
3. Evie Schofield (16 pts) 
2. Ella Mercer (19 pts) 
1. Amelia Smithers (24 pts)  
 
U11 Boys 
3. Marcus Trevithick (15 pts) 
2= Charlie Jones & Dominiks Norviss (18 pts) 
1. Erik Marshall (21 pts)  
  
U13 Girls 
3. Lucy Entwistle (23 pts) 
2= Meg Corker & Rebecca Nixon (25 pts) 
1. Ashley Nemits (30 pts)  
  
U13 Boys 
3= Ben Hartill & Danny Hartland (19 pts) 
2= Rhys Hopkins & Daniel Hardman (22 pts) 
1. Jadon Allen (30 pts)  
 
U15 Girls 
3. Isabelle Bunting (23 pts) 
2. Charlotte Stokes (24 pts) 
1. Natalie Chamun (27 pts)  
  
U15 Boys 
3. Tristan Hall (22 pts) 
2. Joe Williams (24 pts) 
1. Joshua Herrington (30 pts)  
  
 
  



U17 Ladies 
3. Eve Lloyd (24 pts) 
2. Liz Wright (26 pts) 
1. Ellie Hough (28 pts)  
  
U17 Men 
3. Ethan Baird (16 pts) 
2. Jack Stubbings (18 pts) 
1. James Dykes (22 pts)  
  
U20 Ladies 
3. Harriet Knowles-Jones (16 pts) 
2. Ellie Baker (18 pts) 
1. Alice Clare (29 pts)  
  
U20 Men 
3. Chris Fance (18 pts) 
2. Ben Sutcliffe (27 pts) 
1. Cameron Meakin (28 pts)  
  
Senior Ladies 
3. Linda Dykes (12 pts) 
2. Helen Derbyshire (17 pts) 
1. Emma Makin (18 pts)  
  
Senior Men 
3. Wojciech Czaja (18 pts) 
2. Ladislav Taric (22 pts) 
1. David Gill (25 pts)  
 

 

  



Let’s take a quick breather away from the awards now with a couple of 

games before we continue with the Cross Country awards. 

 

The first game of the night is called ‘Guess the Coach’ and is for the kids 

(mainly). Sharon, Phil, Bernie and Dave are going to be at stage corners 

and I will read out a question. You then have to decide who that question 

relates to and go and stand with that coach. The one who guesses the 

most correct answers is the winner. 

 

We’ll follow this with a family quiz (athletics related) ! Quiz sheets are a 

£1 each and no team should be more than 6 persons. 

 

‘Guess the Coach’ 

 

Who is this ? (slide) Phil 

Who is this ? (slide) Dave 

Who is this ? (slide) Bernie 

Who was once selected for English Schools Cross Country ? Sharon 

Who has a part-time job at Warrington Wolves ? Phil 

Who is a qualified Irish dancing teacher ? Bernie 

Who once saw a large dog walking around in zoo. Moments later was 

escorted out by armed guards as the dog was in fact an escaped Wolf ? 

Dave 

Who has climbed Mount Snowdon 9 times, the first time being at aged 8 

? Dave 

Who is able to perform magic card tricks ? Phil 

Who once had to have their kitchen ceiling replaced after forgetting 

about cooking a treacle sponge pudding which then exploded ? Bernie 

Who’s favourite artist is Robbie Williams ? Sharon 

Who made an astronomical telescope when they were younger ? Dave 

 

Who’s favourite TV programme is Downton Abbey ? Sharon 

Who completed a charity walk from Lands End to Warrington ? Dave 

Who is a qualified volleyball coach ? Phil 

Who was once the youngest bank manager in the country at aged 24 ? 

Bernie 

Who’s favourite TV programme is Doctor Who ? Phil 



Who has played for Richmonds, Latchford Albion and Woolston Rovers 

rugby teams ? Dave 

Who has worked as a prison officer ? Bernie 

Who represented Cheshire as a youngster in 100m, 200m and jump 

events ? Bernie 

Who’s favourite holiday destination is Turkey ? Sharon 

Who can you find playing FIFA 2016 on their Xbox ? Phil 

Who’s favourite food is Indian, specifically and only the Korma dish ? 

Bernie 

Who has trained ex-Everton and ex-England football player Dave 

Watson’s daughter ? Dave 

Who won this title in 2015 – Volunteer of the year for their contribution to 

sports ? Bernie 

Who’s favourite football team is Liverpool ? Sharon 

By the age of 6, who had stitches in their leg and above their eye ? 

Bernie 

Who supports Manchester United and Warrington Wolves ? Dave 

 

 

 

  



Quiz 

 

Time for an athletics-themed quiz. Teams of no more than 6. £1 per quiz 

sheet and a prize to the winning team. A total of forty points at stake. 

 

The first ten questions are music intros where the song title is to do with 

running. For two points, name the song and artist. 

 

1. Whitney Houston – Run To You 

2. Justin Beiber – Runaway Love 

3. Candi Staton – Young Hearts Run Free 

4. Level 42 – Running In The Family 

5. Snow Patrol - Run 

6. The Corrs - Runaway 

7. Lionel Ritchie – Running With The Night 

8. Billy Ocean - Caribbean Queen (No More Love On The Run) 

9. Spencer Davis Group - Keep On Running 

10. Kate Bush - Running Up That Hill 

 

The next 7 are athletics related dingbats. 

 

Slide 11. Long Jump 

Slide 12. Inside Lane 

Slide 13. Going For Gold 

Slide 14. Cross Country Run 

Slide 15. Miles In A Marathon 

Slide 16. Split Second Timing 

Slide 17. Triple Jump   

 

The final 9 questions are pictures 

 

Slide 18.  Point for each Caster Semenya & Lynsey Sharp 

Slide 19.  Point for each CJ Ujah James Ellington James Dasaolu Adam 

Gemili 

Slide 20. David Oliver   

Slide 21. Genzebe Dibaba 

Slide 22. Greg Rutherford 



Slide 23. Katarina Johnson-Thompson 

Slide 24. Michael Rimmer 

Slide 25. Renaud Lavillenie 

Slide 26. Dave Spencer 

 

 

  



Before we start on the Cross Country awards I just want to jump to one 

of the individual awards that, in the main, we will be presenting later. 

 

The Warrington Athletics club ‘Female Athlete of the Year’, also named 

the Suzie Chiverton Memorial Award.  

 

It’s the award for best overall performance by a female athlete at the 

club as voted by the coaches and committee. 

This year’s winner started the year by finishing in 2nd place in the Great 
Edinburgh Cross Country under 20 race and followed that with a win in 
the Cross Challenge at Cardiff and then finished the Cross Country 
season by taking the National Title at Castle Donnington easily winning 
by 28 seconds. 
 
She  then moved onto the track where she was 2nd in the National 
under 20s 1500m before travelling to Poland for the World Junior 
Championships where she finished 6th in her heat and qualified for the 
final as a fastest loser. In the final she ran superbly to finish in 8th place 
smashing her personal best time and her own Club Record with a time 
of 4 minutes 15.49 seconds. 
 
She finished her track season in August by travelling to Lausanne 
Switzerland to compete in the under 20 race in the Diamond League 
event over 1500 metres which she won. 
 
Our recipient then moved back to the road and cross country for the 
relays where in the Northern Senior 4 stage relay at Sportcity 
Manchester she moved the team of all junior runners from 24th after 2 
legs up to 10th as she ran the fastest leg by 14 seconds with a time of 
16 minutes 30 seconds. 
 
Next, she ran the fastest time by 26 seconds in the Under 20 relay at the 
National Cross Country Relay and then won the Cross Challenge at 
Milton Keynes before being pipped in the Cross Challenge at Liverpool - 
the trial for the European Championships. 
 
In the European Championships in Sardinia following her Silver Medal 
the previous year she ran superbly to take the Bronze Medal. 
 



In order to gain selection for English Schools, she even won the javelin 
at the Greater Manchester Schools this year – probably best to not 
reveal the distance achieved. 
 
She has started 2017 at the Great Edinburgh Cross Country again but 
this time with victory winning comfortably after pulling away from around 
the halfway point. 
 
The winner of Warrington AC ‘Female Athlete Of The Year’ quite 
deservedly is Harriet-Knowles Jones.  
 

Harriet also receives one of our “International Honours” award for 

athletics representation at a national level. 

 

Harriet has kindly agreed to stay up with us and help present the Cross 

Country Championship awards. 

 

  



Cross Country Championships 
 
Note that these awards are for the 2015/2016 Cross Country season so 
for the period from September 2015 to March 2016 -ish. 
  
U11 Girls 
3. Maisie Bell (21 pts) 
2. Eva Ferris (22 pts) 
1. Molly Wormald (29 pts)  
 
U11 Boys 
3= Danny Hartland & Charlie Smith (3 pts) 
2. Reece Connell (6 pts) 
1. Rhys Hopkins (10 pts)  
  
U13 Girls 
3. Ashley Nemits (1 pts) 
2. Siobhan Gregory (3 pts) 
1. Rebecca Nixon (4 pts)  
  
U13 Boys 
3. Joe Roberts (8 pts) 
2. Isaaq Attaullah (10 pts) 
1. Lucas Hayes (17 pts) 
  
U15 Girls 
2= Amy Nuttall & Isabelle Trevithick (2 pts) 
1. India Hayes (5 pts)  
  
  



U15 Boys 
3. Joe Buckley (7 pts) 
2. Jordan Jones (9 pts) 
1. Sam Evans (14 pts)  
  
U17 Ladies 
2= Jasmine Dobson, Lauren Goddard & Katie Lowery (5 pts) 
1. Lauren Ferris (7 pts 
 
U17 Men 
2= Luke Gamble & Sam Rostron (5 pts)  
1. Jack Stubbings (13 pts)  
  
U20 Ladies 
2. Alysha Goddard (1 pt) 
1. Harriet Knowles-Jones (2 pts)  
  
U20 Men 
2. Dan Evans (2 pts) 
1. Chris Fance (4 pts)  
  
Sen Men & Sen Ladies 
No competitors 
 
 
  



Most Improved Athlete Of The Year - Female 

 

This year we have decided on a new award – the ‘most improved athlete 
of the year’ and have trophies for both a female and male. 
 
We have also decided that these awards should be subtitled the ‘Neil 
Shaw Memorial’ awards. It is just over a year now that Neil was taken 
from us far too soon but I’m sure I speak for many athletes, coaches and 
parents in saying that we continue to greatly miss his calm and cheerful 
presence at the track. Only a couple of months ago, my daughter Alice 
mentioned how it still didn’t seem real and how much she still missed his 
personality and coaching style. Naming this award after Neil will ensure 
that we don’t forget his contribution to the club well into the future. In 
support of Neil’s own words of ‘get over it’, his daughter Hannah still 
attends the club and continues to be a great role model for our younger 
athletes. Whilst watching over us, I think Neil would enjoy a round of 
applause.  
 
So onto the first ever recipient of this Neil Shaw Memorial award for 
most improved, female athlete of the year. 
 
The winner has been with the club for nearly nine years and is an 

excellent example of how regular training can reap big rewards where 

only fairly recently has she started to progress quite dramatically in her 

athletics. The recipient has over the past year begun to produce the 

results that her talent has previously indicated recording personal best 

times on the track at 800, 1500 and 3000 metres and getting selected to 

represent Cheshire at the English Schools on both track and Cross 

Country. 

 

During the year she has won the Cheshire Championships and Cheshire 

Schools at both Cross Country and 1500 metres. She was also top 10 in 

the Northern Cross Country had good runs in other Cross Challenge 

races. 

 

At the end of the year she has run well in the Road and Cross Country 

Relays and was leading the overall competition in the Manchester Area 

Cross Country League having won two of the first three races. 

 



She has started the new year with wins in the Cheshire Championships 

and increased her lead in the Manchester Area League by winning the 

fourth race. 

 

2016 saw personal bests in the 800 metres (2 minutes 18 seconds) and 

3000 metres (10 minutes, 14 seconds). 

 
Well done Lauren Ferris on winning the Neil Shaw Memorial award for 
most improved, female athlete of the year.  
  



Most Improved Athlete Of The Year – Male 

 

In 2015 the winner of the male most improved athlete of the year had 

shown promise and went on in 2016 to produce many fine performances 

and collected titles along the way. 

 

He started the year by taking the bronze in the Northern Indoor 

Championships High Jump. He started his outdoor season by setting a 

new personal best and Club record and during the season he improved 

this on a further two occasions at the Cheshire Championships and 

Mason Trophy taking it to a massive 1 metre 83. 

 

He won titles at the Cheshire Championships and Cheshire Schools, 

Mason Trophy and took a brilliant silver medal in the English Schools 

where he would have needed to get a personal best to win. 

 

He has also won the Cheshire Championships 80 metres hurdles and 

the Pentathlon adding 5 points to the Club Record. He has ended the 

season with personal bests at 80 metres hurdles 12.1 seconds, 800 

metres 2 minutes 23.9 seconds, shot put 8.16 metres and his 1.83 high 

jump. 

 

The 2016 winner of the Neil Shaw Memorial award for most improved, 
male athlete of the year is Josh Herrington  
 
 
  



Club Member Of The Year - Female 

 
So onto one of the great awards, going to a great kid. The Club Member 
of the Year awards (one for girls, one for boys) are given to those 
athletes that do not necessarily win gold every time but, nevertheless, 
display a great attitude and act as a role model to other athletes at the 
club. 
 
This young lady has only been at the club just over 2 years. Since then 
she has been a regular at training, come rain or shine. She is quite shy 
but always has a big smile and is extremely polite and welcoming to new 
starters – a delight to have at the club.  
 
She is always willing to help out in team competitions whenever needed 
and has developed more confidence over the last 12 months.  

She took part in 4 Cheshire League and 3 YDL meetings in 2016, in 
events ranging from 100m to 1500m and Shot Put and Discus. She has 
represented her school in the Walton Gardens runs and the club in the 
North West Road Relays and most recently, the Cheshire County Cross 
Country Champs.  

She rarely wins but never gives up and keeps plugging away in the true 
spirit of this award. She has developed a great and reliable relationship 
with a number of coaches at the club including Dave, Phil and now 
Russ. 

I am very pleased to announce that the Female Club Member of Year 

award goes to Emily Jackson.  

 
Oh and Emily’s sidekick who brings her to training is a young lady called 
Nicole. Emily – would you present this medal to Nicole for her support as 
she helped you win it ! 
 
  



Club Member Of The Year - Male 

 
This year’s male Club Member of the year has been with Warrington for 

about six years. He must have one of the busiest Power Of 10 pages of 

all our athletes with events ranging from Young Athletes and Cheshire 

Leagues to Road Relays and Park Runs. Many of our athletes start to 

fade away when they reach 15+, this guy has actually kept on improving 

and improving. Last year saw him moving up to the 3000m event, a 

good choice which saw him take gold at Cheshire County 

Championships with a PB of 9 mins 13 seconds. He is currently on 

course to top his age group for the series of Manchester Area Cross 

Country League races.  An ever present at training, he always seems to 

strike the right balance between supporting his club in team competitions 

and choosing other meetings for his own individual improvement. A 

member of Julian’s group, the winner of Male Club Member of Year is 

Sam Rostron.  

 
  



Coach of the Year 
 
The Coach of the Year award could just as easily been presented as the 
Contributor of the Year award. The recipient unequivocally accepts any 
athlete of any ability or age into his varied group and provides training in 
events from sprints to cross country to most field events. He has served 
the club for over 25 years and is now pretty much indispensable. From 
coaching to meeting referee to team manager to equipment purchaser. 
he is central to the smooth-running of the club and regularly attends the 
committee meetings. A true gent, he is widely seen as the most laid-
back coach who doesn't seem to let anything get him down as he treats 
all his athletes equally regardless of potential or ability. He always the 
sees the good in people and is willing to act as peace-maker if needed. 
Where he feels an athlete can progress in a different group, he doesn't 
hesitate in suggesting that change for the good of the athlete’s 
progression. 
 

The winner of the Coach of the Year award is the Dave Spencer  
 
  



Contribution Awards 
 
Running of the club continues via volunteers for coaching, officials and 

general management. So there are many, many worthy recipients of this 

award.  

For helping with field events at meetings (Joanne, Linda, Collette, Helen 

to name a few) to volunteering for team management (like Cath Ataullah 

in 2017) we appreciate your help. Linda also helps out manning the 

gate, working in the shop and acting as club secretary. Thank you to 

those such as David Baker who has assisted, in the background, 

compiling the results at open meetings – a very demanding role I can 

assure you. 

With Alice going off to uni, we recruited James Dykes and Luisa Lorenz 

to assist Em, Rach and Emma Makin with the Induction Group and a 

great job they are doing. The fact that there is always a waiting list to join 

this group is testimony to this. 

Allan Wort represents the club at Cheshire County Athletics meetings, 

puts in a lot of effort in trying to gain sponsorship and grants for the club. 

He planned the August open meeting, the first time we successfully 

employed electronic timing. His wife Judith helps out at open meetings 

and working out the club championship results. 

A big thank you goes out to Karen Greenfield who resigned as a coach 

this year after several years in the role but continues to support the club 

behind the scenes recently securing a one thousand pound grant for us 

buy new equipment. 

Existing coaches continue to give a tremendous  amount of time to the 

club : Sharon, Russ, Phil & Julie, Dave, Jim, Helen, Nev, Julian, Fiona 

have been joined this year by Bernie, Phil, Alex, Janice. Thank you to 

the coaches. 

Frank Gladman continues to keep the club accounts balanced despite 

bits and bobs coming in from all angles; advises how to invest income, is 

always helpful and generous of his time, regularly attending committee 

meetings. 

 



Contribution Award 1 

The first recipient of a Contribution Award is also an athlete at the club. 

He trains regularly but still finds the time to volunteer in a number of 

ways. Previously, he has been a great help assisting in whatever ways 

he can for field judging at open, Cheshire League & YDL meetings. And 

has helped out in the club shop on a number of occasions. Just a few 

months he was always one of the first to arrive to help Dave peg out the 

Walton Gardens cross country course. In 2016, he agreed to take over 

from Alice as a coach of the Induction Group and has turned up reliably 

ever since. In relation to his new coaching role, he has taken up training 

opportunities on coaching and First Aid courses. Even tonight he has 

been happy to lend a hand acting as club photographer. It’s great to 

have James Dykes at the club.  

 

Contribution Award 2 

Onto our second Contribution award and one, I know, will be very 

pleased with. For her general support of the club in running the shop on 

meeting days and helping out on evenings such as this. The winner of 

contribution number 2 is my missus, Jeanette Clare.   

  



Male Athlete of the Year 
 

The final award of the evening is the Warrington Athletics club ‘Male 

Athlete of the Year’ award.  

 

This award is for best overall performance by a male athlete at the club 

as voted by the coaches and committee. 

It has been a strong year yet again, especially for the boys with English 

Schools selections for Sam Evans, Joshua Herrington, Tom Baines, 

Jack Stubbings, Fisayo Williamson- Taylor and Cameron Meakin.  

We have had Club records set by under 17 Fis Williamson-Taylor in the 

100m and under 11 Charlie Jones in the cricket ball.  

In 2016, the winner of this award competed in 30 races - winning 22 of 
them (either overall or in his age category). 
  
In 2016 and so far in 2017, he has smashed his V40 personal best times 
in all distances – running 32.14 for 10k and 15.39 for 5k recently. 
  
He was 4th overall in a masters international cross country race in 
Glasgow, when he was running for England, which helped the England 
team to win gold. 
  
He is currently the northern vets champion in: 
  

·         800 
·         1500 
·         3000 
·         5k road 
·         10k cross country 
·         10k road 
·         10mile 

  
And the 800, 1500 and 3000 titles were all won within a few hours on the 
same day ! 
  
He’s the Northern V40 champion at 10k, and holds the record for 10k for 
his age group. 
  



He is also the Vet40 record holder at Warrington park run, Widnes park 
run, Stretford park run, Pennington Flash park run and Halewood 5k. 
 
As you can see an exceptional year from a guy who suffers with 
Ulcerative Colitis and an auto-immune liver disease called PSC.  He 
battles both illnesses every single day, and they can make running very 
very difficult - which make these performances and times even more 
impressive. 
 

The winner of Warrington AC ‘Male Athlete Of The Year’ for 2016 is 
Nick Jones.  
 

Nick also receives one of our “International Honours” award for 

representation at a national level. 

  



Chairperson Thank You 

A further thank you to the Club Chairperson.  The year has flown by but 

as usual Joanie has put in many, many hours of voluntary effort behind 

the scenes attending to a wide range of tasks in support of running the 

club. Joanie usually gets to deal with the difficult and delicate issues as 

well. From stocking the shop, selling the kit, booking training and events, 

liaising with coaches, the list goes on and on. I think you will agree that 

she deserves this voucher for a meal out with Ricky. I believe they are 

quite partial to an evening at the Chapelford Farm. A round of applause 

for Joanie please.  

 

Final thank you 

Before we wrap up the awards and whether you won a medal or award 

or not this evening, I would like to say a final thank you to all athletes, 

coaches, volunteers and parents for their continued efforts in making the 

club such a welcoming, friendly and active hub for members and visitors. 

Let’s hope 2017 continues that way. 

Thank you. 


